Knited States Senate

WiasHINGTON, DC 20510

April 10, 2007

Anorney General Alberto Gonzales
United Stated Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20530

Dear Atorney General Gonzales:

As you know, the Senate Judiciary Committee is investigating the circumstances
surrounding the replacement of a number of United States Attornevs last vear. One of the
central issues in our investigation is whether the Department of Justice or the White
Hiwse has improperly encouraged United States Attorneys to pursue, or to refrain from
pursuing, politically sensitive cases.

We are concerned whether or not polities may have played a role in a case brought by
Stephen Biskupic, the United States Attorney based in Milwaukee, against Georgia
Thompson, formerly an official in the administration of Wisconsin’s Democratic
govemor. The Seventh Circuil Court of Appeals was reportedly so troubled by the
msufficiency of the evidence against Ms. Thompson that it made the unusual decision to
issue an order reversing Ms. Thompson®s conviction and releasing her from custody
immediately after oral arguments in her appeal,

Evidence obtained in the course of the Committee’s investigation indicates that voter
fraoud cases may have played a role in the consideranion of Administration officials abeut
whether to dismiss or retain United States Attorneys. Aanong the documents of former
Chief of Staft to the Attormney General D). Kyle Sampson produced by the Depariment of
Justice on March 19, 2007, is an approximately 30 page report concerning alleged voting
unproprieties in Wisconsin in 2004 (0AG B20-47). According to a press account. this
report was prepared at the direction of the executive directer of the Wisconsin
Hepublican Party o be delivered to Karl Rove. In addinon, White House Counselor Dan
Bartlett smd on March 12, 2007, that the White House had received complaints that
federal prosecutors were not vigorously pursuing complaints of voter fraud in

Pennsy lvania, New Mexico and Wisconsin, He said the president discussed these
concerns with you last October. Mr, Sampson testified on March 29, 2007; 1 do
remermber learming - 1 believe, from the attomey general - that he had received a
compluint from Karl Rove about LLS, attorneys in three jurisdictions, including New
Mexico. And the substance of the complaint was that those LS. aitorneys weren't
pursuing voter fraud cases aggressively enough.” Subsequently, Mr. Sampson added
David lglesias. the United States Attorney from New Mexico, to the list of those 1o be
dismissed.



Griven the relevance of these matters to the ongoing investigation by the Senate
Commattee on the Judiciary, we ask that you provide the following documents o the
Commiltee:

1. All documents in the control, custedy or possession of the Department of Justice
regarding the case against Ms. Thompson or the United States Attorney’s
handling of that case:

B
"

All communications between the Department of Justice and the White House
regarding the case against Ms. Thompson or the United States Attornev’s
handling of that case;

3 All communications between the Department of Justice and any other outside
party, including political party officials, regarding the case against Ms, Thompson
or the United Siates Attorney’s handling of that case;

4. All documents in the control, custedy or possession of the Depantment of Justice
regarding possible voter fraud or other election related cases in Wisconsin
following the 2004 elections or the United States Attorney’s handling of those
matters;

5. All communications between the Department of Justice and the White House
regarding possible voter fraud or other election related cases in Wisconsin
tollowing the 2004 elections or the United States Attorney’s handling of those
matters;

6. All communications between the Department of Justice and any other outside
party, including political party officials, regarding possible voter fraud or ather
election related cases in Wisconsin following the 2004 elections or the United
Sttes Attorney’s handling of those matters; and

7. All documents relevant to whether the Umted States Attormey for the Eastern
Distriet of Wisconsin was considered for dismissal and replacement at any time
since President Bush’s reelection, including any evaluations of his performance
by D. Kyle Sampson or other Depariment of Justice officials.

We ask that you provide the requested documents as early as possible and no later than
the close of business on Friday, April 13, 2007,
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Patrick Leahy Charles E. Schumer
Chairman L'nited States Senator

erely,




T M
Russell D. Feingold Herb Kohl
United States Senator United States Senator

—
Dianne Femstein Sheldon Whitehouse
United States Senator United Stales Senator



